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‘A good leap K

of faith’

Bridgeports positives stressed
at small business forum

By Brad Durrall
r_l'.- "

When i1 comes o believing
in Brlgeport's revival, Jean
K. lagoob could be comsidered
Exhibit A

lacob has opened an made
peadenl phanmacy in down
town  Hndgeport 8 newly
refurbished Arcade Mall

“1 want people o realize the
jewel we have heve.” Jacob, an
immimiEston pharmacist and
cemified HIV/AIDS specialist
ol & smmall business pather-
ing i the Arcade atrivm lote
las) week

Iscob was introduced by
Debomh Cavinesa, who heads
the city Small and Minonty

Business Hewminge Uemnder, @i
sormeone who has shown faith
im the CiTY 8 MECONYEry

“Nou're ight — it's a leap
off fmath,” Japods sapd of las pew
busimess. “But i1's a pood beap
o fabth."”

He wrped atiendees at ibe
clty-orpmnized small bauness
fuoram many of them fel-
howr small business owners In
the iy o work together
o counber the FHACORCEE
tions about Brdpepon and po
rebuild the busimess comim
naty & spani.

=l hope you will join me,”
said Jaooh, who moved bo the
U'mited Stades Iroem Dialia 30

o2 Farum on page 2A
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Above: Jean K. Jacob in front of the new Main Street Pharmacy in
the renovated Arcade Mall downtown. Jacob, a pharmacist, owns
the pharmacy. At left: City Economic Development Director Don
Eversley talks about the city's positives at last week's small busi-
ness forum. (Above photo by Wayne Ratzenberger)
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yean apo “It's & matier of
saying, "Let's ke that leap of
Faith. Let’s do in.™

The foram was attended by
abowt 100 peopde, mnad inchsd
ed & buffer dinper Among
the speakers were Julio
Casians, V'S, Small Busimess
Administration business
development direcior, Mayor
Bill Finch; city Economic
Development Director Domalkd
Eversley, and Acting Police
Chibel Joseph L. Gandeti.

Casiano spoke about how
small businesses can socess
capital, including with the belp
of government progrurs

The forum was & chasce
for many peopde o spent time
inside the removated Arcade
for the first timee, The poj
ect by Urban Creen Builders
cont about $35 million and is
being hailed as a major step in
upgrading downtown’s netail
offenngs

The Arcade was one of the
first interior shopping cen-
ters built in the country when
it opened in IBS0. In more

receni decades, it had fallen on
hard times
Jacob's Main Streel

Pharmacy is the only bus
mess bo have « imsicke the
Arcade Mall so far, although
it appears & small restiurani
may open soon. Other basi-
neses have opened along the
Arcade’s Main Street facade
The project also  includes
apartments on upper foon
Cavimess sabd at the event
she can remember visit ng
the Arcade often when it was
sill vibmanl. “We once used
o come here every day,” she
smbd. “Mow i jusi Jooks so

beautiful that it has brough
lenrs oy [y eves.

Finch was among those
adminng the repovation. =1 his
was jusi o pipe dream a few
years agon, he old the cirad
stressing it happened due o a
parnership between the public
and privale secbors

Fach wnd bhe wants 1he ity
i be ol partmer bo busi-
messes, expecially dunng the
TECERsMI

“We kiwviv thewe are dolficult
bmes for you, and these are
difficalt nmes for the iy, he
said. “But difficult dmes can
make us be more resourceful
and meere IRpeEnious.

The mayor said the city will
thrive in the future becaase
al s ability w be a home
for “creativity,” like with lpor
Sikorsky, Simon Lake, PT
Bamum and other great enire-
prefeirs i e st “Me' e
poing o go places” Finch
sand, moling obe rnlph..r.n
will be¢ on becoming a hot-
bed of preen-indusiry jobs as
the country [Ocuses on ensrgy
independence and eaviron-
menial-friendly practices

A regional city

Eversley highlighted the
Cily & poonomic positives dur-
ing a PowerPoint presentathon,
emphasizing Brdgeport is “a
repional city” in one of the
matiemn s modt affluent areas

Drawing & 15-mile rodias
arcimad the propossd  Steel
Point redevelopment site in
Brndpepon., the averape howse-
hold imcome s 397 0K, which
is higher than for Use greater
Mew Hawven region, Bversley
waln

He anid Bradgepornt also has
waterirom land., i 4 bmns
ponation hub, bas competitive
comtl-of-living and doing -t

The atrium of the newly refurbished Arcade Mall, which originally opened in 1880 and was one of the
first interior shopping centers.

mess conts, and wil] be boosted
by & pew master plan o guide
fatisre planning and develop
meenl

“This presents a very com
pelling sei of numbers when
busificises e J:'lui.mg Iaf
locations,” said Evemley,
referming mostly o what are
called destinathon retailen.

=We'ie hnh.h'lﬂ OHiT W L
a touph economy, be said
“We're making incremental
Progress s

Still, Eversley didn™ want
o manimn e the problems with
the nation’s economy. “All of

you, | kneoow, face tremendous
challenges,” he told small
business (wners

Gaudet, who has spent 27
years on the Brdgepon police
foree, sand majpor cnime levels
i the city mre st their lowes
bevels in mone than 40 years

He said law enforcement
efforss kave been I'p]pn] by
the Stalegic Enforcement
Team (SET), a group of offi-
cers who work chisely with
the community b tanget gual-
ity -of -life issues,

Crandett said a new supeni-
sw will be added 1o SET soon.
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(Photo by Wayne Ratzenberger)

expanding its capacity

Business owmners were urged
to contadl the deépartments
crime prevention officer for
advice

Gowdent said a $5 million
federal OOPS grant will allow
the department o hire 20 pew
officers this year, and a 51.7
million federal grant will be
sed b F.I!'I.hl.'lll: mew vehicles

= mecloding hybnds — and
other equipment
Faul & Timpanelli,

Hl'ldyrplm‘t anlnlnl.l Hu.:u (i L
Councill (BRBC) president,
sabld Bridgeport is aboul one

thind completed with a recos-
ery program tha will ke
ilrée decades

He moted it's hand 1o revive
old indusinal cites  like
Bridpepor, but thal i1 can be
done and “the histonc renova
ton” of the Arcade is part of
Ehst priscess

The BRBC has staried the
Center for Busimess Cirowih in
belp companics wiith financ
i, bowrnhion and ofler issue
Timpanclli sadd The cemier’s
poal B o help business stay in
Brdgepon and 1o aliract mew
Brsimes s
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