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SQUARE FEET/Lower East Side

A Club for Hundreds of Girls

Finds a Permanent Home

By LISA CHAMBERLAIN

Club of Mew York was barely two years
old, cne of the mary unpleasant Spaces
that the struggling nonprofit organization
oecupbed was A basement on Avenue [ Be-
cause sewage frequently backed up after it
rained, the girls sometimes had to conduct
their activities in rubber boota,
And this less-than-desirable site was mot
- the worst. At one palnt, the entire Girls Clab
" — tap dance shoes, art supplies, enrollment

IH 1988, when the Lower Eastside Girls
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Cart.

Far the Girls Club — which provides af-
ter-school, weekend and summer programs
for neighborhood preteen and teenags girls
— survival has hinged on obtaining afford-
able real estate, and that has besn all but
impossible, Just as the Girls Club was tak-
ing off, 50 were real estate prices on the
Lower East Skde. Consequently, the organi-
zation's beginnings were nol auspicious,

The Girls Club was formed in 1996, 120
years afier the Boys' Club of New York, by o
group of neighborbosd women who Lament-
ed the fact that thelr sons had a place 1o go
after schoal for sports and other activities,
mﬂmlrdaMIm had o similar organiza-

PRESENT SATE

At 56 First Street,
left, between First
and Second Ave-
nues, the Girls
Club leases the
ground foor and
basement of the
niew four-story
building.

NEXT SITE

The new facilities,
ahove, pre
planned around a
building at Sev-
enth Street and
Aocenue D, The
main Girls Club
building iz at its
bedt, and the fowr-
atory building ai
the right is 1o be
leased to artists.

The founders, who knew one asother from
a group called Children's Liberation Day
Care, had very Hethe money at thedr dispoeal,
Getting the Girls Club off the ground was a
Labor of love thiat has bean af imes mare La-
bor than lowe, as the arganmization has
boumced from place o place all over the
Lower East 5ide of Manhattan. In all, the
Girls Chub has had seven office sives in nine
wears (including the back room of a 89 cent
store, right behind the underwear and
socks), and it has held program activities,
from dromening w fencing 1w photography,
at more than 20 different locations,

“When we lnanched the Girls Club, we had
a virtual ribbon cutting because we had no
place to call home,” said Lyn Pentecost, the
execulive director. *We il a ribbon an an

Since then, the idea has become very am-
bitious, indeed. From an all-volunteer staff
working with approximately 20 girls o a
budget of nearly $1 million for programs
serving wp to 5 girks a year, the Girls Club
iz pow In the middle of a $12 million capital
campaign to build its own facilitles on Ave-
ne D between East Seventh and Eighth
Sregls — just a
stone's throw away
from where program
leadirs once mopped
up sewape, The capl
tnl campalgn will get
A major boost next
week  from
Michasl E. Blodm-
berg when he an.
nounces what is ex-

pected to be a sizable
contribution  from
the city,

The new facilities,
for which ground is
eypocted 1o be broken by the spring of 2006,
are bo be built on what are pow six contigu-
ous bots awned by the eity. With the help of
City Councilwoman Margarita Lopez, the
Girls Club was awarded conditional coniral
af the slie, which is T-shaped and covers
more than 15000 sguare feet, by the New
York Economic Development Corporation
im January HHE,

These facilities will consist of a ome-story
2,000-square-foot community center on East
Eighth Street; a foar-story bulkding an Ave-
nue I that will be eased (o the Federation
af East Village Artists, a nonprofit group
that will work space for artisis; and
the main Girls Club bailding on East Sew-
enth Strect, all connected by a courtyard,

The live-stary Giris Club will have a caoms-
mercial kitchen, a cafe, a scréeening room
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that will seat 73, a gallery space,  SWEET THINGS borbood Metwork, that the
artist stodios, & career comter, 8 [n the cafe at the girie wie to film, edit and
technalagy room, a two-story I L ower Ensteida produce thelr own public ac-
brary and a science and envinog. Girls Club. ity whiewr called Girl TV.
mental cemter — all topped off tu:'l !E o SL'“'_" ] call this our practice
with o reol garden, « EFiCA Santa- bullding™ Mi Ponbeoos
What the buildings will not be g0, Destiny Ne- said. Like their current
are cinder-block eyesores of the  gron and Tamarm home, ihe Buildings to be
sort that o often house commu-  Oliveras prepare erected on Avenue D will
nity centers in low-income areas. o, make cup- feature clean modern anchi-
Ms. Pentecost and the Girls Chab L o Milad tecture, use a good deal of
board members believe in the in- md the ye recycied and loccally pro-
spirational power of good anchi- Ramirez, duced matertal, and employ
tecture, and to that end have re-  FARARET, environmentally  friendly
lisd o6 the generosity of the ar-  lookson. heating and coaling systems.

chiteet Cralg Tooman of
Cutsogeorge, Tooman & Allen and the denvel-
oper Eric Anderson of Urban Green Equl-
ties. Both have, until very recently, sorked
almast entirely pro bono, not just on the Ay-
cnue D gite, but also on (wo previous ones
that fell through.

In fact, the space that the Girls Club cur-
rendly calls home, 36 First Street, between
First and Secomd Avenues, is a new four-
story building that was designed by Mr. Too-
man. And it B Mr. Andersan’s residence,
(Tho two met a5 undergraduates at Colum-
bia Undversity.)

The Girls Club leases the groend fleor and
basemenl from Mr. Anderson al below-mar-
Kl rafes — §5000 & month for abduit 3000
square fect. At $20 a square foot annually,
ithat is considerably less than new construc-
ition coubd comemand In the area

Mot only is the current space affordable
far the Girls Club, it's downright fabuloas,
The all-glass front bets sanlight into Sweet
Things, a gallery and cale that selis haked
goods made by girls. In back are the Girls
Club affices, and downsiairs are compubers
and television production eguipment, pur-
chased with a grant from Manhattan Neigh-
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Thee Girls Club is hoping the
new [acilities will be designated the first
“gresn” youth center in the country by the
Unmitesd States Green Building Council, a
Washington-based association thai pro-
mabes eco-(riendly bullding technalogy.

“As a firm, we try to be [mvolved |n somes
ot of architecture of consclence,” Mr. Too-
man said “We do a bt of work for wealihy
individuals who dont need what the Girls
Club needs. And that allows us 10 do some
pro bone work.” Mr. Tooman estimated that
the firm had donated $300 000 worth of worlk
over the years 1o the Girls Clab

The heavy Hiting of ralsing millions of dol-
lars for a new home kas not been cary. Ms
Pemtecost said, particelarly when the Girls
Club has 1o raise basic operating funds a1
the same Bime. Bul she Believes the Tatle of
the Girls Club depends on securing its oém
real estabe.

“I"'ve biirn (n comamenity arts and (e non-
profit world my entire life,” Ms, Penteoost
sadd ~Programs oome and go, But buildings
are like dinmonds, I°s the only way o be-
come & permanent fimmre in the nelghber-
Toed ™ And] dlamonds are, after all, & giri's
et [riend.
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