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By PENELOPE GEEEMN

HY TRY 1o live in the city,” said Eric An-
dersan, explaining bhow a life philoso-
phy makes a lifestyle, “Nod om it or

ahave iL 1'm nol always successhal.”

Mr. Andersan, & bullder and developer of
maclerate-incons: housing with his two com-
pandes, Urban Green Equitiées and Urban
Green Buibders, ha been exploning this Hen
in his own cEighborhosd, on East First
Strect belween First and Scoomd Avermes,
[&r 15 years

Hee Belped his neighbor Gabrielle Hamil-
ton start her quirtessential nelghborhood
restaurant, the appealingly eccentric {and
wikdly popular) Prane, in the ground fioor of
the penement they both lived in (and about
which Ms Hamilton declared, 'l wanied (o
cook lor my neighbors — for ibe woman up-
stalrs in foy budlding who sclks pod.")

He buile, with Cralg Tooman, an architec
and & fréend from Columbia, o winsome-
looking food kiosk with & volupdisois coppor
roof i First Park down the block, ¢lbowing
ot ke driag dealers. And in the rabble-filled
lot et 1o his okd tenement building, be has
budli m comcrete and #tedl we-Tamily (owmn
house, designed by Mr, Tooman, for Mr. Kn.
derson's family — Jean Callahan, project di-
resciof at the Vern Institobe of Justice, amd
their son, Soren Callahan — and his Triends
Arturg Goerreng and Ana Larrea and thelr
two dasghters, Bloncn nnd Eola. On the

HOME, SWEET HOME
Eric Andersan,
Jean Callahan
and son, 3oren, in
left window; Artu-
ria Caperrera, Ann
Larren amd their
daughters, Blanca
and Lala, in right
windows; and
Craig Tooman,
the architect, and
his sans, at hause
an Enaat First
Strowt.
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ground floor is & community CEnter bEng
used by the Lower Eastside Girls Chaty,

Mr. Anderson, 43, gréw @p in Callfornia
ardl became a balkder of moderate-income
hesgsing in 1989 (after dropping out of Co-
lumbin"s PhD. program in Semitic lams-
guagesh because, b said, e wanind oo help
hameless Mew Yorkers. “1 would pass by so
many on my way to school every day,” he
soid, “and it just didn®t make any SEnse 10
e
His first project was an S R0, renovation
on West 116k Strest;, his lirst construction
praject was middleincome howsing on West
133rd Strect. Wrh Mr. Tooman and his firm
= Culsogearge Tooman & Allen — which
has designed many of Mr. Andersom's
projects, he bs commdtbed o balistic baildig
praciioes like using recycled materials and
renewable or effichent energy S0Urces,

His neew budlding on First Street, complet-
ed early last year, was a slowly unfurling
praject that showenses these green-building
tenets, a5 well as an elegant madernism and
Mr. Anderson's ope thal his nesghbors will
be his [riends, and that be wikl give a lipde
back o his peighborhood, The ot had besen
rubble since the 1970's, he said, and was
owned im the last dechde by someone whio
sodd it o Mr. Andorscn in 1594 for o series of
imterest-{nee payments.

Thatagh he declined to give the lot's pur-
chase price (its former owner had bought i
from the city), Mr. Anderson estimaied that
s cost, combined with the huellding's cost,

A Green Building
Custom-Made

whns bess than $200 a square fool. =1 always
sary the bullding is about 80600 square feet,”
he sadd, which saggesta o tofal cost af nksoat
1.6 milllbos,

Theere were rafts of cobblesiones and Dwo
maphe troes in the rubble, all of which Mr.
Anderson triesd fo save. The maphe (DS
wene transplanted to the back edge of the lod
(only one sarvived); the cobblestones are
mow e floors of Mre., Anderson™s Dwo UeF-
races. Knobbly and worn, they make these
oubdoor spaces Beem as b they'we becn
thiere forever. Soren, I, patrols the first ooe
lilpe o l§vibe old man in charge of his ek,
the mayor of First Stresl. “Hey, kXy.” he
lfkces 1o well 1o the garbage frucks, “Hey,
ety ™ eIl yedl to pweryone olse,

The walls &nd skin of this builkding are
poiiPed SONCTElE — An nexpensive, tough
wrban-gritty material that has been scored
in & gridlike pattern, b0 make a soom and
lovely Tacade, which, with s vast stecl-
framssd windows ower the living areas and
narrgwer anes ower the stalr area, B8 as
tightly composed as a Mondrian painting
O s i1 Tooks 1o the anirained eye, Mr. Too-
man can soe imperfections that seill make
him itwiich.

He described the process of building a
poured-comncrede Struclure. 1l vou've ever
watchisd a foundatian BEing potred, youw can
colrapolate: 6 plywood form s bailt for
each floor, within which are placed fillets of
wood bo create hal prid-pactern Tacade,
whose '|:|I.-an Mr. Toxman meticulpusly paots
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DESIONS FOR LIYING
Part of the Guer-
reray Larrea
aparirnend, lefi;
part of the Ander-
son, Callahan
apariment, below;
and the Guerre-
rn.l"L.nrru ouk-
door area. The
walls and skin of
the building are
poured concrebe,

ted and drew, “But youar typlcal foundnaton
kuy, which is who we ased, isnt so in-
terested in how the thing looks at the and of
ihe day,” Mr. Tooman sakl with an asdible
shudder.

Pours take o doy, and the forms are re-
mioved after a week or so. Concrete takes 38
moee days o set, alver which the workers
would lay the concreje-planked [loors,
which were covered with pipes for radiang
heat; then came another pouring of con-
erele [or the fndshed foar.

Halfway up Mr. Guerrero's living room
wall i3 entofnked the Fl'lﬁdll.t Hd of a colfes
Tup = n medern fossi] and W LNy s
1 Ehe aman factar.

“Eric thought it was fonay,” Mr. Tooman
aaid, "bat | went bananas. Arturo wis of
lirst annoyed, but, being a painter, s musch
mone acoopding of ‘the hasd” in things than 1
am. Ultimadely, 1*ve coms to accepl the ool-

e Hdl™ (Heredn lbes a libe lesson: acoept the

calfes 1id.)

Mr. Anderson had planned “a dinky rents
al” for ihi secomd-lloor space, bint aver din-
ner at Fruno one night, be and Mr. Goerrero

made a plan for Mr. Guerrero to join the
P‘I"III-!-E'E[ ardl custom-make a home for his
fammily. The family was living in TriBeCa,
the girle growing up in a mezzanine bed-
room with a five-foot cefling. {On Pirs
Street, Blancs and Lola, now 15 and 13, hawe
thikr own B Posams )

“When do you ever haove a chance bo make
yoiur oam home in Mew York City? sasd Mr,
Guerrern, who i also an architect and who
stopped painting for half a year 1o Ji%dgn
arl then do the fimish work on his new kane,
{Tendinitis in his right hand aconsed afver
canding the bookshehnes he huile)

Witk Fs rich blocks of color — his oo
crete floor noks ke wurm, FAsly aron —
ardl sensuceas shapes (0 curved wall, a bak-
oo paved with river stonses) (e rad-leve],
two-bdroom “house™ looks like ane of Mr,
CGusrrerc’s paintings. Even the m!rum
16 is bepstiful: 8 whorl in the comeL

Mir. Anderson's space i less labored over
{and, in the way of a bailder's can bome, us-
fimished), though Beamtifol for it stariness
— and massive scale. “Scale is always an is-
guie,"” said Mr. Anderson, who 5 6 feet 9 inch.
g tall

Woter iowers saphlied the cednr and red-
wood planks thai make Mr. Amderson’s
kitchen cahimeis, Mr, Goorrern's windew
trames and the planks on Mr. Andersoa’s
living roam wall, the bodis of which are bung
with Tibetan prayer flags, The planks ware
“hareested™ from old towers tikoen down by
that venerahle New York waler-{ower (Bt
tution, Issck Brothers, H

There™s 0o adr-conditioning in any of ke
BpaCEs — & eholed fdde, M. Andérson sakd,
as mach Tor environmental as I:l.lll.lpEL rei-
gons. On a fecent slicky morning, both
ADArcmens wre Ill‘ﬂ' and oool, &% a draft
fumnabéd from the front half of cach space
and our the back.

Mr. Guerrera's back “yard,” with its pig-
menbed Stucon walls, Spanish tiles and river
stones, looked like a Spanish bar on a beach
“It's a great place for a beer,” Mr. Guerrero
£aid, pointing ot the concrete and steel tn-
Bl it made himeell.

Mr, Tooman stopped short. “I've never
haad i bt ol hewe,” hee progesied.

That's OUK.," Mr. Anderson sakd in a mal-
lilying oone. *Wae'se hid many for you ™

P.C.



	East1.jpg
	East1a.jpg

