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Think Small

The jewel-box enclave known as Pomander Walk gets a gentle face-lift—and
grows ever more desirable.

By S.Jhoanna Robledo
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—| The Upper West Side is famously resistant to change. New
i i ¥ buildings are picketed, and renovations to prewar structures are
1] cauti ously—sometimes vigorously—monitored by the neighbors. So

when steel platforms and black shrouds appeared last month in

{1 1/1| front of Pomander Walk, a block-long, gated street ranning from

| West g4th to West g5th Streets between Broadway and West End
Avenue, neighbors grew curious. “I noticed the scaffolding was
up,” says John Clifton, an ad exec who hoped the complex

wouldn't be torn down for yet another new tower. He can breathe
'5231:.11 rl’.”"" Leynse/Corbis for New Yok ag5v: The beloved mews is going nowhere. Instead, it's slated for a
seven-figure makeover restoring the fagade to its twenties glory

and enhancing its allure.

Built to resemble the London stage set from a romantic 1910 play called—what else?—Pomander
Walk, the enclave is chiefly made up of 27 Tudor-style houses, most lining a narrow pathway and
carved into 63 co-op apartments. Its Alice-in-Wonderland feel, fostered by its charming English
gardens, has attracted fans like Humphrey Bogart, who lived there, and Woody Allen, who has one
character in Hannah and Her Sisters wax poetic about it. Once residents enter the gates, “the city
just drops away,” says actor Peter Francis James, who has called it home since 1980. "People are
always peeking through the gates,” adds musician Pete Smith, who's been accosted by passersby
asking if they can stroll through. (They can't; it's private.)

The exclusivity comes at a price, of course. In winter, a two-bedroom sold for $610,000, and,
months later, a similar apartment went for $725,000. Those numbers may not seem all that high
for the Upper West Side, but the spaces are dainty, with small windows that don't let in much light,
says Halstead's Shelle Sklarsh. Bellmarc agent Natalie Weiss, who grew up there and got married
on the Walk, will further test the ceiling with her new listing, a rare, fully renovated, approximately
1,500-square-foot house created from three original apartments that's priced at $1.55 million.

Other caveats: Ancient plumbing requires that one choose between a dishwasher and a washer and
dryer, and homeowners pay a 15 percent flip tax when they sell. Still, says Sklarsh, “it's a tranquil
oasis unlike any other.” Weiss says she has such fond memories of growing up on the Walk she'd
love to move back, but only “if something opened up in my price range.” That's not likely anytime
S00M.
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